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A little about Hans. 
I studied math, science and engineering in school, and now I'm getting to pursue my passion, 
philosophy, in a distance-learning MA program. Learning has been important to me since I became an 
adult--reading, especially. Music was a big part of how I spent my time when I was growing up, starting 
around eleven years old. I started playing guitar when I was 13, and I got to play in the jazz band at a 
small school (where there wasn't a lot of competition!) Playing jazz with an ensemble, live, in front of an 
audience, and overcoming the block I experienced as I first learned to improvise solos, are some of my 
favorite memories from my early youth.  

What do you like most about jazz music? 
Mostly, I like the complexity in many jazz rhythms, I think. When I hear a terrific jazz drummer like Jack 
DeJohnette really open up and  use complex, barely repeating rhythms on his cymbals, that's part of 
what I notice I like most. When I look at the fake book notation for John Coltrane's songs, I see rhythms I 
find myself struggling to read and play, though when listening to the music, the rhythms seem natural. I 
love that there is so much freedom in much of jazz. And I love how players play off each other. The way, 
for example, bassist Dave Holland and guitarist Kevin Eubanks, on the 2020 album Another Land, go so 
far as using the same brand of bass amplifiers, in forming an uncanny meshing of sound, to the point 
where it can be difficult to tell which instrument played a given note, shows the care that excellent jazz 
musicians take in constructing a sonic landscape. Incidentally, I've enjoyed playing my guitar a lot more 
since I started using a bass amp instead of a guitar amp. Furthermore, I have to say that that album is 
the best work I've heard by Eubanks. I love the way he varies volume, timbre, and mixing fingerstyle 
with picked notes. There's so much more complexity to the jazz I like to listen to, than there is in the 
pop/rock and electronic music I usually listened to before I found a home in jazz. 
  



When did you first start listening to jazz? 
I first started listening to Django Reinhardt and Wes Montgomery shortly after starting guitar lessons--
so, around 13 or 14 years old. Before that, I was exposed to it through my father listening to it. He has 
also played it on the piano at least since I was a young kid. Our mutual love of jazz music is an important 
way we connect today. I listened mostly to the guitar in jazz music, with the exception of paying 
attention to Stephane Grappelli's violin. Everything else was background. I first started listening to jazz 
music in a fuller way only recently, and largely because of Jazz 93.5 and its hosts. 
  
Any station memories/moments? 
Yes! The most powerful memory came from listening to the episode of Bernie Brink's Off the 
Record where he played A Love Supreme, the gold-selling album and suite by John Coltrane, in its 
entirety. Once I heard that, in one go, with sax, piano, bass and drums each getting a highlight section, I 
was changed. I realized the entire jazz ensemble, each instrument, had something crucial to contribute. 
My days of only hearing the guitar were through after that. My experience of jazz music became rich, 
whereas I know I was missing a lot it has to offer, before then. Now, I bring more to my listening, so I get 
more out of listening. 

Why do you volunteer for the station? 
I love jazz. I love Jazz 93.5 FM, mostly because of the music and hosts, and also because its existence is a 
strong indicator that jazz is valued by a large enough part of the community to even talk about having a 
jazz-listening and jazz-playing community. I love sharing my love of something, whether it's a book or an 
album, or an aspect of an album. I forget who said it, but I'll quote it as well as I can remember it: "When 
you're in love, you want to tell the world." Doing volunteer work for the station, I feel more a part of the 
community of Jazz 93.5 listeners, and more a part of the larger Colorado Springs community. Meeting 
the station staff is great fun, too. I give financially, but sometimes a sticker, or crayons and a coloring 
sheet with a drawing of Art Blakey or Bessie Smith on it, needs to be given to a young kid at a balloon 
glow. Money alone won't do that.  

Anything else you’d like to share. 
The varieties of jazz that the station offers daily and weekly, are crucial to its success, I think. As long as 
Jazz 93.5 keeps holding to the idea that jazz has both a past and a present, both a multi-threaded history 
and a now, and plays music from both, the station will be doing what a great jazz station does. I expect 
the variety in the music the station plays will increase, as I've already seen it increase in the last few 
months. Finally, I said this three or four years ago, during a pledge drive: Jazz 93.5 isn't just a listening 
experience, it's an education in jazz. I stand by that today. Thanks for putting me in the moment. Oh, 
and if I had another life to live, I think I'd choose to be a jazz drummer. :) 
 


